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legislative position there and I never cared to place my name
on the roll of voters, but when some candidate wanted my vote
for himself, he drew my attention to the fact that I was on the
voters' list; and since then, I have known that is how voters'
lists are prepared. We have this alternative that he who wants the
vote can have it. It is therefore open to those who want the vote*,
subject to the condition regarding age and any other condition
which all can fulfil, to have their names, without distinction of
sex, on the voters' list. I think a scheme of that character would
keep the voters' list within a manageable compass.

Even so we would have millions, and something is needed to
link the village with the Central Legislature. We have something
analogous to the Central Legislature in the Indian Congress Com-
mittee. We have also provincial bodies analogous to the Provincial
Legislatures, and we have also our own tin-pot legislation and
we have also our administration. We have got our own executive.
It is perfectly true we have no bayonets to back it, but we have
something infinitely superior to back our decisions and to get our
people to conform to those decisions, and we have, hitherto not
found insurmountable difficulties. I do not say that we have
been able always to exact obedience fully in all circumstances;
but we have been able to scrape through all these forty-seven
years, and year after year this Congress has grown from height to
height. Let me tell you that our provincial councils have got full
authority to frame bye-laws m order to govern their elections.
The corner-stone, namely the qualifications for voters, they ciiunot
change at all; but all other things they can have in their own way.
Therefore, I will take only one Province where this thing is done*
There the villages elect their own little committees. These com-
mittees elect the taluka committees (taluka is a sub-district), and
these taluka committees again elect the district councils, and the
district councils elect provincial councils. The provincial coun-
cils send their members to the central legislature -if otic may so
dub this All-India Congress Committee. That is how we have
been able to do it. If here we do some such thing, I clo not mind.
But take another way. We must remember that we have
700,000 villages. I believe that the 700,000 includes the Princes*
India also I speak subject to correction. We have perhaps 500,000
or a little more in popular India. We may have these 500,000
units. Each unit would elect its own representative, and these re-
presentatives would be the electorate that would elect, if you
will, representatives to the Central or the Federal Legislature.
I have simply given you an outline of the scheme. It can be lilled